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Spring 2022 is here!  We have been 
looking forward to the season for 
months.  We are so grateful to the 
Ardmore Institute of Health for 
their generous grant that allowed 
us to purchase our new Kubota 
tractor and implements.  Work 
began in earnest in April with 
clearing tumble weeds, rocks, an 
assortment of native grasses, 
excess corrugated compost 
materials from the garden.  We 
were able to level out and spread 
compost materials over the surface 
of the garden with our tractor.  
Students from the Upper School 
(“The Crew”) helped load all of the 
trash, junk and materials we 
removed from the garden into a 
trailer and haul it off to the local 
landfill ahead of a huge windstorm 
that struck within minutes of the 
effort.  The Crew is in charge of 
maintaining the cleanliness and 
order inside and around the 
immediate perimeter of the garden.   

Water to our garden is fed by a well 
that pumps about 200 gallons per 
minute.  While we have some work 
to do on the irrigation system the 
good news is that we do have water 
on site for plants and trees.  Part of 
the garden will be devoted to pecan 
and fruit trees with the remainder 
devoted to growing vegetables and 
ornamental/seasonal flowers.  
Students from Bridge-K through 
the Upper School will be involved 
in learning about planting, 
nurturing, watering, pruning, 
weeding, harvesting, selling, 
preparing and cooking with plants 
grown in the garden.  We are in the 
process of becoming a Chartered 4-
H School.  We have been working 
with the local AgriLife Extension 
Agent of Texas A&M University and 
plan to have a horticultural expert 
come to the school and speak with 
students about the aspects and 
intricacies of plants, soils and 
typography.  We also plan to have 
guest speakers from the local 

university give talks on biology, 
chemistry, botany and entomology.   

We recently had two businesses 
donate the materials, equipment 
and labor to install a 3,200 feet 
walking/running track around the 
perimeter of our campus.  The 
project is expected to be completed 
this Summer, before the start of the 
2022-2023 school year.  This track 
will be available to students for 
physical fitness and extracurricular 
activities as well as to the 
community to promote health and 
wellbeing.  The track will wind 
around to one side of the garden 
attracting interest in and 
encouraging visits to the garden by 
the community.  Our goal is to help 
promote awareness of actively 
living a healthy life-style through 
exercise and nutrition in order to 
help prevent and/or minimize the 
devastating effects of diseases 
brought on by unhealthy decisions.   
  
Senior Feature 
By Gianna Turner, ACS Senior 
 

I had the 
pleasure of 

interviewing 
Sarah Wilemon, 
a fellow 
graduate of 
mine for the 
class of 2022. In 
her three years 
of attending 
ACS, she has 

enjoyed the teachers and students 
she has come to know and will 
deeply miss them as she goes out 
into the world. Her favorite 
memory was being part of the 
Christmas Play in 2019, where she 
played Mary. She loved how the 
community and the ACS family 
came together to tell the story of the 
first Christmas and the birth of 
Jesus Christ. Her favorite class she 
has taken is any within The Great 
Conversation series, because she 
was able to read her favorite 
authors and write about the 
apologetic topics she studied. Her 
favorite author is C.S Lewis, 

specifically his famous book series, 
The Chronicles of Narnia and Mere 
Christianity. She has definitely 
learned people skills while at ACS. 
From the group discussions in The 
Great Conversion, she learned to 
speak on topics she is passionate 
about, based on the books she loves 
the most. Because of her love for 
TGC, she was able to read books, 
such as the Quran, or books from 
Greek authors, such as Homer, 
where she learned how to defend 
her faith and understand Christ 
better. After high school, she plans 
to attend Sul Ross State University 
and study either music or film and 
wishes to become a music therapist 
or film maker.  
 
Dr. Ford & Music 
By Mayson McBride, ACS 9th Grade 
 

Dr. Karran 
Ford has been 
involved in 
music since 
she was 9 years 
old. Originally, 
her parents let 
her attend 
lessons as a 
pastime, but it 
soon proved to 

be a lifelong passion of hers. After 
finding her love for piano she 
pursued it as a career. She attended 
Baylor University where she earned 
her master’s degree in organ, and 
later attended the University of 
Connecticut where she achieved 
her Doctorate in music history and 
music theory. After she graduated 
from college, she moved to 
Houston where she started her first 
job teaching music in public 
schools. Then, she moved to 
different colleges and cities 
teaching music and music theory. 
Currently she teaches at Sul Ross 
State University, where she 
instructs all music theory courses 
and teaches piano. She also does all 
the accompaniments for students 
or plays that need a piano. Her 
main passion is teaching music, “I 
know that if I never see a student 
again, they have the tools to enjoy 
music and to help others enjoy 
music. In future years you will 
always use the skills you have 
learned in piano. Music is a blissful 
thing in life where you can explore 
the creative side of you that 
everyone has. You can always find 
happiness in music. And when you 
play an instrument, it is always in 
you, you will never truly forget 



piano.” Dr. Ford teaches piano at 
ACS each week during the school 
year. She holds a spring recital for 
the students at SRSU where 
families can come together and 
appreciate the progress the 
students make. 
 
Amazing Grace Race 
Color Run 5k 2022 
By Debbie Skelton, ACS Board Member 
 
It’s almost time!!  The route has 
been marked, the shirts have been 
ordered, and the medals have been 
created and we are ready for YOU! 
It is not too late to register for the 
race and we truly hope you will 
show up to join us on April 30th. We 
will have a prize for the top 3 male 
and & female finishers PLUS a 
prize for the best tutu and craziest 
socks! The race will start and end at 
ACS with the route encompassing 
the 21-acre campus, Loop Road, 
and Kokernot Park.   
 
This year’s theme is based on 
Hebrews 12:1 that says, “let us 
throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out 
for us.” 
 
REGISTER AT EventBrite.com. 
 
Docendo, Discimus 
By Susana Busey, ACS Teacher 
 
"Docendo, discimus" translates to 
"By teaching, we learn." 
  
This Maxim by Seneca, illustrates 
very well my wonderful experience 
as a Latin teacher. I have learned 
how eager and passionate my 
students from 2nd grade to high 
school are to learn this fascinating 
Language. By the way, fascinating 
comes from Latin "fascinatus" 
meaning enchanting. Latin is the 
ancestor of many modern-day 
languages and facilitates the study 
of other languages. Much of the 
literature in the world has been 
influenced by the literature from 
ancient Rome. 

While Roman literature had a deep 
impact on the rest of the world, it is  
important to note the impact that 
Latin has had on the western world.  
Ancient Romans spoke Latin, 
which spread throughout the 
world. Latin became the basis for a 

group of languages, including 
French, Spanish, Italian, 
Portuguese and Romanian. Many 
Latin root words are also the 
foundation for many English 
words, 70% to be exact!  
 
My students love to discover these 
amazing derivatives while learning 
Latin and recognizing the English 
word. Along with that, professions 
steep in Latin vocabulary, such as 
law, medicine, science, music, art, 
philosophy, and theology derive 
many of their terms and phrases 
from Latin.  
 
One of the most important aspects 
for me as a teacher is the 
educational virtues. The study of 
Latin requires concentration, 
analysis, and puzzle solving. Of 
course, English grammar improves 
under the light of Latin grammar. 
50% of all English words and 90% 
of all polysyllabic words come from  
Latin. In reading and writing, 
vocabulary increases the 
understanding of grammar and 
enables my students to write and 
read with greater ease and clarity.  
With all these attributes to Latin 
learning, it is a joy to see the 
passion that children 2nd grade 
through 12th grade demonstrate 
when they discover the hidden 
treasures found in studying Latin. 
After all "Studium" is the Latin  
word for "Study".  It is derived 
from, and translates to zeal or 
enthusiasm. Oh the JOY of 
Teaching Latin!! 
 
Senior Thesis Time 
By Gianna Turner, ACS Senior 
 
One of the best opportunities I have 
experienced at Alpine Christian 
School is preparing for my Senior 
Thesis presentation that takes 
place next Tuesday, April 26th. The 
thesis is titled, “Lost Connections: 
The Need For Touch & Human 
Connection in Worldwide 
Institutions and Systems”. I 
listened to fellow student, Danielle 
Glick, this afternoon who had the 
courage to be the first senior to 
present her thesis, “Hearing the 
Unheard: Modern America’s 
Neglect of the Deaf Community”. I 
was literally in tears as I listened to 
her position and defense and 
empathized with her emotions, 
stress, and enthusiasm over her 
topic.  I hope you will take the time 
to watch and listen to my fellow 
students over the next few weeks 
present their Senior Theses. The 
link has been posted to the ACS 
Facebook page if you would like to 
be part of the audience and enjoy 
watching the product of a classical 
education. Wilson Hill Academy 

has been a blessing to ACS and me. 
Teachers like Dr. Vierra, Mr. Reini, 
Mrs. Songer, Mrs. Smith, and Mrs. 
Jones have definitely left their 
mark on Alpine Christian School 
students over the years. I 
appreciate your prayers over the 
next few days as I prepare for next 
week and special prayers for my 
nerves.   
 
Executive Director’s 
Corner 
By Bobby Duncan, Executive Director 
 
Commitment.  A powerful word.  
Obligation.  A powerful word.  
Adversity.  A powerful word.  There 
is a strong linkage that binds 
commitment and obligation 
together.  But that linkage is all too 
soon broken when adversity or 
inconvenience raises its ugly head.  
Adversity tests the resolve of one’s 
commitment.  We generally are 
committed to something that we 
have a strong emotional bond to.  If 
that bond is not fortified with an 
interwoven commitment to God 
first and all He stands for, then our 
best intentions are laid to waste 
when confronted with a setback or 
lured away by some worldly desire.  

With commitment comes 
obligation.  Obligation requires 
honoring your word as yourself.  
Integrity is the hallmark of 
standing for something worthwhile 
and seeing it through, especially 
when you don’t feel like it.  I 
recently listened to an eye opening 
talk by Matthew Kelly, CEO of 
Dynamic Catholic.  In this talk, he 
noted that all of us, each day, are 
laying our life down for something.  
God gives us the gift of time along 
with our talents and abilities.  What 
is it in your life that you are laying 
your life down for?   Think about it.  
What is it that you do every day that 
you commit your life to?   
 
We all talk a good game.  We say we 
want our children to grow up better 
than we did.  We say we want to live 
in a free country.  We readily 
criticize the state of political and 
governmental affairs and our 
educational systems, as well as the 
tragic conditions that beset so 
many people in so many ways in so 
many areas of our country.  We are 
long on opinion and short on 
commitment.  One thing I have 
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learned in my years on the planet 
Earth, talk is cheap.  Commitment 
requires work.  It requires 
discipline.  It requires sacrifice.  
Self-sacrifice.  Secular society and 
its proponents are very clever at 
getting people to think that easy is 
your friend and that you can have it 
all.  At virtually no cost.  I will 
assure you, for every benefit, there 
is a corresponding cost.  The cost 
may not show up today.  Maybe not 
even in the next five to ten years.  
But it will come knocking at the 
door.   
 
We must stop this non-sense of 
thinking that life is easy.  To think 
that it is otherwise an illusion.  
When confronted with life’s 
difficulties, if a person is not 
grounded with the Faith, Hope, 
Love, Trust, and Wisdom of God 
and the teachings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the pain can be so 
unbearable that the only way to 
obfuscate it is to ignore it or numb 
it, the consequences of which only 
compound the spiraling negative 
effects.   
 
Here at ACS we are educating and 
training our students to take 
responsibility for their lives.  We 
are training them to become like 
Christ, servant-leaders.  We teach 
them the good, the beautiful, and 
the true of all of God’s Creation.  
We teach them to become good 
stewards of His Creation.  We teach 
them about commitment.  We 
teach them about obligation.  We 
teach them about integrity.  We 
teach them about our great 
Country, our forefathers, our 
American way of life and traditions.  
And we do all of this, like Hillsdale 
College, without accepting a single 
dime of government funding.  Zero.   
 
That is why you will hear me 
incessantly ask for your financial 
help.   Please consider giving what 
you can to help us with our mission.  
If you have not already done so, 
please consider becoming a 
Rainmaker today.  For as little as 
$25 per month, you, along with our 
cadre of Rainmakers, will continue 
to do what is right and just.  We are 
all here for a very short period of 
time.  We are here serving at the 
pleasure of God.  It is all His.  To 
think otherwise is foolish.  We are 
merely His stewards in the grand 
scheme of life.  Are you committed 
to making a positive and lasting 
difference in the lives of others?  

We all have that obligation to one 
another.  May God Bless you and 
your families.   
 
Correction: 
 
In March’s issue of the 
Hemingway Journal, it was stated 
that Eloise Haynes was the first 
graduate of Alpine Christian 
School, and the correction is that 
she was the first student to leave 
ACS to attend high school since 
ACS did not have a high school at 
that time. Eloise left ACS after 6th 
grade and attended TMI-The 
Episcopal School of Texas. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 

o Enrollment Open Now  
o Earth Day Clean Up – April 22nd  
o Amazing Grace Race – April 30th 

at ACS 
o Teacher Appreciation – May 2nd-

8th  
o National Day of Prayer – May 5th  
o ACS Graduation – May 24th 
o LINK Camp for current 5th-12th 

grades in Estes Park, CO – June 
1st-June 4th  

 
Our New Rainmakers: 
 

o Atticus Freeland 
o Hailey Turner 
o Marian Freeland 
o Elaine Alvarado 
o Wesley Freeland 
o Adan & Karen Reyes 
o Paul & Lori Coverick 
o PJ & Martin Benevich 

 
Thank you so much for your 
support of ACS!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Life: 
 
Thank you, American Legion, for 
hosting the Fish Fry for Alpine 
Christian School last Friday night. 
We were blessed with such an 
amazing turn out!  

Thank you, True Value and Out 
West for all you have provided and 
assisted with on our garden project. 

We also appreciate all the 
volunteers who have showed up to 
make the work lighter. 

 
 

 
 


