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Welcome Back! 
By Gianna Turner, 12th Grade 

School started on August 23rd and 
students were ecstatic entering the 
front gate, hugging and high-fiving 
Mr. Duncan who greeted them. The 
teachers had prepared for school 
the previous week through in-
service and trainings held on 
campus. ACS welcomed Chrisanta 
De La O as the new 1st/2nd grade 
teacher and Peggy Thornsburg as 
the new Education Specialist/ 
Administrator.  ACS has also been 
blessed with very enthusiastic 
teacher aides, Ms. Aileen Salcido, 
Ms. Ichel Valenzuela, Mrs. Amanda 
Lujan, Ms. Caitlyne Hamby, and 
welcoming back Mrs. Nicole 
Armendariz. The ACS team is 
strong, equipped, and energized for 
the new school year! Mr. Duncan 
(pictured above) started the year 
strong with Chapel in the mornings 
where he shares Scripture, stories 
from the Bible, and lessons on 
virtue.  
 
Celebrating Our New 
Days Ahead 
By Mistie McBride, Board Chair 

The fall 2021 semester has blasted 
to a start with an energy that is 
almost indescribable.  Except, it is 
describable. It is obvious to us 
whom have placed our faith and 
trust in our Lord and Heavenly 
Father. 
 
As we enter this new school year, 
Proverbs 3:5-6 tell us to trust in the 
Lord with all our heart and lean not 
on our own understanding; in all 
our ways submit to him, and he will 
make our path straight.  Through 

the countless efforts, prayers, and 
commitment from each of you, we 
can see that ACS is shining bright.  
Our path is straight and glowing 
with truth and potential.   
 
This “describable energy” can be 
seen in the eyes of the students and 
heard in the exciting voices of every 
teacher.  As a parent, it is obvious 
to me when I drop my daughter off 
each morning.  I can feel the 
happiness and love that is present. 
The smiling faces, the exciting 
anticipation of another glorious 
day for the staff to share their gifts 
and pure joy for the Lord with our 
children.  They truly seem 
delighted.  
 
ACS has been and continues to be 
such a blessing to my family, to our 
community, and to our children’s 
futures.  We are building leaders to 
change the world.  Ezekiel 11:19 “I 
will give them an undivided heart 
and put a new spirt in them”.   
 
I welcome our new families this 
year and encourage you to become 
active and involved. I am so proud 
to be part of this wonderful 
organization and hope I have a 
chance to meet and work with each 
of you.  I am also so grateful for the 
ongoing commitment and trust 
from our existing families, parents, 
grandparents, and our supporters 
who continue to demonstrate their 
faith in our mission, and our 
children with their generous 
contributions.   
 
The Holy Spirit is at work at ACS, 
this spirit cannot be denied, the 
energy cannot be contained, and 
the power lives in each of us and 
our school, moving us forward to 
change the world. 
 
Big Bend Octane Fest 
By Debbie Skelton, Board Member 
 
ACS is so blessed and excited to be 
honored in 2021 as the local non-
profit for the upcoming Octane 
Fest.  This year, Octane Fest will be 
held October 8-10th and we look 
forward to a large turnout of unique 
and classic cars to the Big Bend 
area. ACS high school students will 
be serving dinner to the 
participants on Sunday, October 
10th at The Stable Performance 
Cars.  
 
 

Senior Showcase 
By Ginger Turner, Board Treasurer 
 
This school year, Alpine Christian 
School will be celebrating the 
graduation of three seniors: 
Ryelynn Skelton, Sarah Wilemon, 
and Gianna Turner.   
 
Over the next few months, we will 
focus on our Seniors as they 
approach their graduation.  Here 
are some fun facts to share for 
now: 

Ryelynn Skelton:  
Favorite Book - Pilgrims Progress 
Favorite Class - Life Science 
After Graduation - She plans on 
moving to Abilene to help on the 
King Ranch and then attend 
college to major in Criminal 
Justice.  
 
Sarah Wilemon: 
Favorite Book - Aeneid 
Favorite Class - Latin I 
After Graduation - She plans on 
attending Sul Ross State 
University and major in 
Communications. 
 
Gianna Turner: 
Favorite Book - Macbeth  
Favorite Class - Rhetoric I 
After Graduation - She plans to 
enroll at Reformation Bible 
College in Florida and attend their 
Foundation Year. After RBC, she 
plans on attending Liberty 
University and becoming a 
Licensed Certified Psychologist in 
Developmental Psychology. 
 
Normandy by Another 
Name 
By Bobby Duncan, Executive Director 
 
I need your help.  We are in the 
fight of our lives.  We are working 
hard today to provide a Classical 
Christian Education to generations 
of young people to prepare them to 
become the future leaders of our 
country.  Every day, you hear all of 
the non-sense that is going on in 
our world.  Most people feel 
helpless in trying to change things.   



I’m telling you that there is 
something you can do today in a 
small, yet effective way.  You can 
join those visionaries who have 
become part of our Rainmaker 
Program.  For as little as $25 per 
month you can help us to continue 
our mission of Building Leaders for 
a Broken World.  Did you know that 
if we added just one Rainmaker a 
day to our program, after a year or 
so, that it would add close to 
$110,000 in funds to help us in our 
fight to save our country, our 
freedoms and the right for our 
young people to continue to honor 
and serve God in their life’s 
endeavors?  I urge you with all the 
muster that I have to help us in this 
fight.  Please feel free to contact me 
directly at 432-837-5757 to learn 
more about our Rainmaker 
Program. I will personally help to 
sign you up.  You can also visit our 
website, alpinechristianschool.com 
under the “Giving” tab and 
conveniently sign up as a 
Rainmaker online.   

We are a private school and receive 
no monies from sources other than 
tuition payments and contributions 
from generous donors.  That means 
we receive no tax dollars from 
Local, State or Federal 
Governments, nor do we want any.  
That’s why I am making this appeal 
to you.  In the words of President 
Ronald Reagan, “Freedom is never 
more than one generation away 
from extinction. We didn't pass it to 
our children in the bloodstream. It 
must be fought for, protected, and 
handed on for them to do the 
same.” 
 
I wouldn’t reach out to you for help 
if I didn’t think this was a war 
worth waging.  Our grandfathers 
and great grandfathers stormed 
Normandy with valor to face down 
and ultimately conquer evil.  I 
believe that we have it in us to do 
the same.  Today, it’s Normandy by 
another name.   
 
Thank you for your time, 
consideration, and contribution.  
Inch by Inch, together, we will 
prevail.   
 
 
 

Standing Out in Today’s 
Culture 
By Ginger Turner, Board Treasurer 
 
As a parent in today’s world, I seek 
to protect my children as much as I 
can while also teaching them 
independence and values.  Things 
aren’t what they used to be when 
we (parents) were children. You 
might agree that our children need 
survival skills in this chaotic world. 
It wasn’t until I started studying 
child development and child 
psychology that I found out how a 
bad education could impact our 
society, children and, more 
specifically, my children. I didn’t 
quite understand the influence of a 
classical Christian education until I 
became Executive Director of ACS 
a few years ago. In summary, the 
science behind a classical 
education meant one thing to me as 
a parent…standing firm. A 
Classical Education teaches our 
students how to stand firm in their 
beliefs and values and how to 
wrestle with logic, think 
analytically, and have discussions 
about important issues in life. 
Classically educated students have 
proven to listen better, read better, 
and handle more complex 
situations in life than other 
children. As a parent, I have 
enjoyed the excellence in writing 
and math that my children have 
exhibited from being at ACS. As 
former Director, I witnessed the 
advancement of our students 
through the grade levels and the 
enormous amount of knowledge 
they retain when their education is 
not focused on one test. Above all, 
students at ACS are learning what 
is good, true, and beautiful. The 
studies on classical education are 
endless.  I hope you will take the 
time to learn more about classical 
education and how ACS is making a 
difference in west Texas by offering 
such a great opportunity for 
families.   
   
Director’s Corner 
By Bobby Duncan, Executive Director 
 
I would like to welcome everyone 
back to school!   We are well into 
our fourth week, that’s just over ten 
percent of the 2021-2022 school 
year gone by (at least for our lower 
grades).  Teachers prepared during 
the Summer months for classes and 
have hit the ground running.  It has 
been my pleasure greeting 
everyone in the morning during 
drop-offs.  I hope that your lives are 
going well and wish each of you the 
very best in your endeavors and 
family life.   
 

We all do the best we can with what 
we have and with what God has 
provided us.  Our job here at ACS is 
to provide the very best Classical 
Christian education possible to our 
students.  We do have structure and 
rules to help guide us in the 
fulfillment of our Christ-Centered 
Mission.  These rules provide 
guideposts and boundaries and are 
easy to follow when events have a 
clear line of demarcation.  It’s when 
things get fuzzy and require a 
judgement call where confusion 
may arise.  I want each of you to 
know that we want to err on the 
side of acting in the overall best 
interest of our students.  There are 
times when I have made decisions 
that seem contrary to a written rule 
rather than strictly follow the letter 
of the rule based on facts and 
circumstances that have come to 
my attention.  I always keep the 
spirit of the rule in mind.  Posted 
speed-limit signs are meant to 
promote safety and the smooth 
flow of traffic.  On certain freeways 
in large cities it is a violation to 
drive under 55 MPH.  You could be 
ticketed for doing so.  But what 
happens in the event of an ice 
storm?  Do you drive 55 in order to 
comply or do you drive at a speed to 
ensure the highest level of safety 
given the conditions?  I believe that 
we would all agree on the answer. 
 
We welcome every student to ACS 
with the open and outstretched 
arms of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
want every student to learn 
maximally and flourish in an 
environment of goodness, beauty, 
and truth.  Our Critical Success 
Factors that drive our Christ-
Centered Mission of Building 
Leaders for a Broken World are: 
 
•  Mastery of the Subject Matter 
•  Make a Positive and Lasting  
   Contribution to Society 
•. Create Life-long Learners 
 
Our focus is to foster an 
atmosphere of great conversation 
and discovery.  Our Team of 
Teachers are enthusiastic and love 
their work in serving God in His 
Mission to educate our young 
people.  I applaud their efforts and 
am very proud to be a part of the 
team and the high calling of God’s 
work.  Teaching, like parenting, 
based on my years of experience, is 
one of the most challenging and 
rewarding jobs on the planet.  
Teachers shape lives for 
generations.  And it is with awe and 
admiration that I commend our 
teachers for their dedication and 
love for their work and their 
students. 


