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Octane Fest 
By Debbie Skelton, Board Member 

Alpine Christian School board 
members and high school students 
participated in the Octane Fest this 
past weekend at The Stable in 
Alpine.  It was a huge success with 
dozens of beautiful classic and 
sport cars.  The Gage and Brick 
Vault generously provided the 
delicious brisket and sides for the 
dinner on Sunday and ACS helped 
serve and clean. The Brick Vault 
donated the remaining food to ACS 
in order to have a fundraiser this 
week at school to raise money for a 
small storage building we are in 
desperate need of on campus. We 
appreciate Dave Durant, his team, 
and all participants for supporting 
ACS once again! 
 
 
Taking Joy in God’s 
Creation 
By Renee Boutwell, ACS Parent 
 
One of the things I liked best about 
school was the mile-and-a-half 
walk from my home. Brightly 
colored leaves ranging from acid 
green to yellow to scarlet red were 
everywhere in the Virginia 
Autumn, along with acorns, dead 
insects and oddly-shaped sticks. In 
my young imagination I couldn’t 
help but think God had hand-made 
whatever special thing I discovered 
as a peculiar gift just for me, which 
He gave me day by day on my 
walks. Many of these wondrous 
things I brought along with me to 
school, much to the surprise of my 
homeroom teacher. 
 
Now that I am an adult I continue 
to notice and often collect rocks, 
seed-pods and bones when I go 
walking. My friends, knowing my 
love for uncommon natural objects, 
will occasionally bring me 
curiosities: dead scorpions, 
delicate egg shells and dried bats, 
knowing how happy they will make 
me. This year for my 50th birthday 
I received a trichobezoar. If you’ve 
never heard of one, look it up, as I 

did. It’s the only one I’ve ever seen, 
and let me tell you, it’s a lovely, 
mysterious thing. 
 
What draws me to these strange 
objects is the beauty and detail of 
their design. If you think of it, they 
involve in their creation so much of 
what we study in our disciplines as 
humans: engineering, architecture, 
biology, mathematics and 
aesthetics. God has perfect 
understanding of the tensile 
strength of every material; He 
knows the processes of growth of 
every plant down to a cellular level, 
He understands the function of 
everything we observe in the sky, 
sea, on land and in space because 
He formed these things through the 
power of His word and for His 
glory. 
 
Not only has He made the world, 
He calls us to observe the natural 
world around us when He says, 
“consider the lilies”, “go to the ant 
and consider its ways” or asks Job, 
“has the rain a father, or who has 
begotten the dew?” or tells 
Abraham, “Look up at the sky and 
count the stars, if indeed you can 
count them.” God has put in us a 
curious mind, and the beauty and 
mystery of the natural world has 
been given to us to explore so that 
we might see and understand God’s 
invisible qualities, eternal power 
and divine nature. 
 
O Heavenly Father, who has filled 
the world with beauty; open our 
eyes to behold thy gracious hand in 
all thy works; that rejoicing in thy 
whole creation, we may learn to 
serve thee with gladness; for the 
sake of him by whom all things 
were made, thy Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen! 
 
National Anthem  
By Ginger Turner, Board Member 

ACS received a call from Sul Ross 
State University a few weeks ago 
with an invitation to sing the 
National Anthem at the upcoming 
SRSU Homecoming Football 

Game.  This past weekend, ACS 
students walked onto the field to 
sing together and honor our 
country with the beautiful song. 
Did you know that the National 
Anthem was originally a poem 
written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key 
about the battle of Fort McHenry? 
The song became our National 
Anthem in 1931.  
 
ACS students spend a great deal of 
time learning about words such as 
honor, integrity, freedom, and 
allegiance.  Our students take pride 
in their country and the freedoms 
that have been fought for over the 
years.   
 
Cacti & Michaelangelo’s 
Pieta 
By Gianna Turner, 12th Grade 

A couple weeks after getting my 
driver’s license, my sister and I 
decided to go on a sunrise hike to 
the top of Alpine’s famous Hancock 
Hill. With a flashlight as the source 
of light for most of the hike, I still 
managed to get some beautiful 
pictures of the scenery and the city 
lights below. Looking back, it 
wasn’t the cityscapes that held the 
most beautiful attributes, it was the 
mountains as the sun rose, and the 
cacti drenched with morning dew, 
and the pictures I took of the 
person that accompanied me up 
that rocky pathed hill.  

 
Art is like many 
worldly things, 
hailing from a 
subjective value. 
One might see a 
Rothko painting 
as beautiful while 
another might 
consider it 
grotesque and 

essentially normal, but regardless if 
you prefer Van Gough’s Sunflowers 
to Monet’s Waterlilies, the 
naturalism and true beauty will 
never cease to amaze the eyes of the 
beholder, making things of 
naturalistic value less subjective 
than those of the material.  In one 



of Plato’s views, beauty is objective. 
It is not about the experience of the 
observer, a common misconception 
when people compare art and its 
beauty as subjective, but instead 
true beauty is objective. 
Creationists would agree to Plato’s 
definition of beauty, because the 
world in itself is objectively 
beautiful. The green trees, the 
butterflies, the white fluffy clouds, 
the natural elements that God 
himself composed…the truest art 
form.  
 
Michelangelo, famous artist and 
poet, held Platonistic and 
naturalistic beliefs, writing, “What 
spirit is so empty and blind, that it 
cannot recognize the fact that the 
foot is more noble than the shoe, 
and skin more beautiful than the 
garment with which it is clothed?” 
Humanists grasped the 
fundamental ideals of the ancient 
Greeks, such as Plato, with their 
focus on the perfection of the 
human element, including 
intellectualism as well as the beauty 
of human form, reverting back to 
the Creation story, after God 
created the world and all within it, 
the birds in the air, the vegetation, 
and of course Adam and Eve, He 
said that, “indeed it was very good.”  
 
Today, we are so focused on the 
materialistic things of what we 
consider “beautiful” but we rarely 
consider that which was created by 
God, and we take that for granted. 
We consider those of beauty of how 
they are and not who they are. We 
see a cactus with its thorns, but we 
don't consider the beauty of it, the 
element of which was created by 
God. Michelangelo created 
beautiful art, not for the money or 
fame, but for those to see how a 
simple stone became an elaborate 
and meticulous statue. Look for the 
petals of the roses before the 
thorns, look at the goodness God 
created before the evil that was 
born.   
 
Save the Date! 
Starry Knight 2022 
By Debbie Skelton, ACS Board 

Mark your calendars for our 
Annual Fund Event, Starry 
Knight, on February 12, 2022. 
Tickets will go on sale in 
November and this is usually a 

SOLD OUT event.  We are 
actively looking for Event 
Sponsors if you are interested in 
advertising your business 
and/or purchasing a VIP table.  
Please contact me, Debbie 
Skelton, at 432-386-3592. We 
look forward to seeing you in 
February!   
 
We have also started our Gun 
Raffle that will be held at Starry 
Knight in February.  Raffle tickets 
are only $5 each and proceeds go 
toward student programs.  Two 
winners will be drawn during the 
evening of Starry Knight and will 
have the choice of two guns: AR15 
.223 Wylde Semi-Automatic Rifle 
or Hellcat 9mm pistol. If you would 
like to purchase raffle tickets for a 
chance to win, contact ACS at 837-
5757. 
 
Director’s Corner 
By Bobby Duncan, Executive Director 
 
There are less than 80 days 
remaining in 2021 and a little over 
2,500 left in this decade.  We all 
begin each day with a bank account 
of 24 hours; 1,440 minutes; 86,400 
seconds.  Rich or poor, God blesses 
each one of us with this bank 
account.  What is the difference 
between the successful and 
unsuccessful?  In my opinion, it is 
the wise use of time.  With each 
passing minute, how do you choose 
to spend your time?  Time, unlike 
money, which if lost, can never be 
recovered.  Mankind has been 
innovative in making life more 
convenient and tolerable thus 
“freeing” up time for more 
“pleasurable” activities.  With 
technological advances, life has 
sped up to a dimension where 
present day man seems to have no 
time for much of anything.  And 
with this time warped illusion, our 
ability to patiently endure almost 
anything has become dormant.  
The gaps in time seem to be getting 
shorter and shorter.  And with 
these ever shortening gaps, come 
an ever loss in patience, time for 
prayer, reflection, and mindful 
thought. 
 
Original thinking has been 
replaced by search engines at 
lightning speed.  Einstein laid on 
his back and looked up to the 
heavens and contemplated what 
eventually became the Theory of 
Relativity.  His search engine was 
his mind accessed by incessant 
questioning. Questions beget 
questions.  Problems have earned a 
bad rap.  Without problems to solve 
and original thinking to solve them 
we wander aimlessly stumbling in 
the dark accepting just about any 

plausible solution that comes 
along, without question.   Critical 
thinking skills must be the arrows 
in our quiver and a part of our daily 
repertoire.    
 
With what do you fill the gaps of 
time?  Television?  Video games? 
Social media?  What books do you 
read?  With what content do you fill 
your mind?  Who do you listen to?  
Who do you take advice from?  Do 
you study the Masters and their 
craft?  When is the last time you 
visited an art gallery?  A museum?  
A library?  Sat quietly in church by 
yourself?  How about taking an 
extra 10 to 15 minutes paying 
attention to and just listening to 
your spouse and your children?  
How about calling your aging 
parents (if they are still living)?  
Better yet, take the time and pay 
them a visit.   
 
How about taking the time to pray 
and then stop, in silence, and 
patiently listen for God’s voice 
speak to you?  How about taking a 
quiet walk in God’s nature?  You 
will be surprised at the ideas your 
mind will generate.  Take positive 
action toward the wise use of your 
time.  Allow no one to steal your 
precious time.  Learn to say no.  
Your life is not all about activity.   
Life lived with a worthy purpose 
and mission, is a life lived well.  A 
life lived with regret, is the result of 
time wasted.   
 
God lives in the gap.  He is there in 
silence.  He is there as the corn 
plant grows.  As the moon rises.  As 
the sun sets.  As the Earth rotates.  
He is there, in silence.  Humans 
have crowded God out from their 
lives and filled the gap with 
mindlessness.  God is here.  God is 
there.  God is eternal.  God is 
timeless.  God is. 
 
Around Campus… 
 

 


