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Thank You Veterans 
By Debbie Skelton, Board Member 

Alpine Christian School celebrated 
our community of Veterans with a 
program on campus last Thursday. 
Students sang and presented cards 
of appreciation to the Veterans in 
attendance. We are so grateful for 
the men and women who have 
dedicated their lives to serve our 
country in an honorable and 
courageous way. 

 
Are We Thankful or 
Grateful? 
By Mrs. Wallace, 3rd/4th Grade Teacher 
 
Thanksgiving is a time when many 
people stop and think about all the 
things they are thankful for in their 
lives. This is a great time to do this, 
but what exactly does being 
thankful mean? Being thankful is 
actually a feeling. The next step is 
to take that feeling of thankfulness 
and show gratitude for those 
blessings! So, we should be 
thankful for our many blessings by 
showing others how grateful we are 
by our actions! Take the time to say 
“Thank you”, “I appreciate you”, 
“You are special to me”, “I value 
you”, to those that do so much for 
us. Spend time with them, pray for 
them, do what you ought without 
being asked or told. 
 
Psalm 95:2 says, “Let us come into 
His presence with thanksgiving; let 
us make a joyful noise to Him with 
songs of praise!” David praised God 
throughout the book of Psalms, 
despite what he might be struggling 
with or was feeling fearful about. 
There are so many other stories 
throughout the Bible of people who 

were thankful and grateful to God 
for His love for them. Consider how 
thankful Mary was that she was 
chosen to be the mother of the Son 
of God! 
 
We can be thankful to God, but let’s 
show Him too! Love others, help 
others, show your appreciation to 
others, let your love of God spill 
over into everything you do and you 
will be showing your gratitude to 
God for all His many blessings! I 
pray you and your family have a 
blessed Thanksgiving and share 
your blessings with everyone. We 
are blessed to bless others! 
 
She’s Our Star! 
By Ginger Turner, ACS Board Member 
 
We love to hear sweet stories about 
the graduates of ACS, what they are 
doing in their adulthood, and 
especially love hearing when their 
dreams are coming true. For 
example, Jenna Reyes graduated in 
2020 and currently attends SRSU. 
She recently portrayed Edith in a 
play called “Blithe Spirit” where she 
had a stunning performance.  

Jenna has 
always enjoyed 
theater, singing, 
and performing. 
Her first day at 
ACS many years 
ago was the day 
of the annual 
Talent Show and 
she showed no 
fear walking on 

stage to sing “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow”, bringing the crowd to 
tears with her angelic voice. We 
surely miss her presence on 
campus but thrilled to know she is 
doing what she loves on stage. 
 
Thanksgiving Baskets  
By Debbie Skelton, Board Member 

Every year, ACS participates in a 
food drive to create Thanksgiving 
baskets for the Family Crisis Center 
of the Big Bend. We are so blessed 
to have gathered enough items this 
year to donate 40 baskets to 

families in need in the Big Bend 
area. Sam Acosta of Highland Inn 
donated all 40 turkeys, 
embroideryco.com provided the 
beautiful bags, and our ACS 
community provided canned and 
boxed goods. Our high school 
students put the baskets together 
just in time for baskets to be picked 
up and delivered to families prior to 
next week’s Thanksgiving Day.   
 
Tickets Now on Sale! 
Starry Knight 2022 
By Debbie Skelton, Board Member 
 
Tickets are NOW ON SALE for our 
Annual Fund Event, Starry Knight, 
on February 12, 2022. Tickets can 
be purchased at ACS Campus or 
online at EventBrite.com. Don’t 
delay because this is usually a 
SOLD OUT event! We are so 
blessed by our numerous sponsors 
of the event:  
 
Mitchell's Furniture and Flooring 
Rowdy McBride Hunting Service 
Angelplex, LLC 
West Texas Pest Management 
Highland Drug 
Trans Pecos Bank 
Ironhorse Automotive 
Covington Enterprises 
Faith Alive Cowboy Church 
Plumbco 
Hamby Construction 
Skelton's Runway 
Jarratt Dirt Work and Paving 
Morris and Sharon Baker Family 
 
VIP tables and individual seats are 
still available!! Please contact me, 
Debbie Skelton, at 432-386-3592. 
We look forward to seeing you in 
February!   

 
The Corporate Holiday 
By Gianna Turner, ACS Senior 
 
Over the years, I have observed a 
dilemma within the holiday 
marketing. In October, Starbucks 
and many other companies 
advertise pumpkin flavored and 
scented things, release an insane 
amount of scary movies, and try to 
get a million Americans to buy and 
decorate their house for 



Halloween. Then, in November, 
one might assume that it’ll be the 
month to go big on turkey or maybe 
learn the history of Thanksgiving or 
WHY we gather around and be 
thankful. Well, one’s assumptions 
are wrong. As soon as the clock 
strikes November 1st, stores and 
businesses go big for Christmas, 
from the classic Hershey’s kisses 
commercials to marketing that jolly 
Ol’ St. Nick we all grew up with. 
What is the point of basically 
boycotting a day of thanks to buy 
thousands of dollars’ worth of gifts 
that usually provide temporary 
satisfaction and cannot be taken to 
heaven? 

One of my favorite theologians I’ve 
studied in my Great Conversation 
classes is that of Saint Francis of 
Assisi. He sold his belongings, 
except the clothes on his back, and 
lived a life of God-loving faith, 
preaching the gospel to the animals 
he encountered while living in the 
forest. He once wrote, “Remember 
that when you leave this earth, you 
can take with you nothing that you 
have received––only what you 
have given: a full heart, enriched by 
honest service, love, sacrifice and 
courage.” The reason the world 
began recognizing October 31st in 
the first place was to celebrate the 
Reformation proclaimed by Martin 
Luther and his ninety-nine theses.  
The reason to celebrate the third 
Thursday of every November is to 
gather around the table and 
celebrate who and what we are 
thankful for: our beautiful land, our 
family, and our freedoms to 
worship Christ. What are you 
thankful for this season? 
Remember, “every good and 
perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows.” 
(James 1:17) 
 
Director’s Corner 
By Bobby Duncan, Executive Director 
 
As my friend Tony Robbins says, 
“Reasons come first, answers come 
second.”  With the right reasons, we 
human beings can accomplish 
almost anything.  My wife will 
sometimes say to me, “I can’t do 
this or open that,” and I will ask 
her, “Could you do it for a million 
dollars?”  Amazing how you change 

the reason and it changes the 
outcome.  Henry David Thoreau 
observed that most people live lives 
of quiet desperation.  Desperate for 
what?  We have grown into such a 
pleasure seeking, instant 
gratification lot that if we are not 
preoccupied with this or that we are 
not “happy”.   Matthew Kelly, CEO 
of Dynamic Catholic sums it up this 
way… “Pleasure cannot be 
sustained beyond the experience 
producing it.”  It is my belief that 
people do not have a good enough 
reason for reaching their God given 
potential.  Sloth, one of the seven 
capital sins, plays a major part in 
this approach to life.  As we have 
advanced technologically, we seem 
to have regressed in our humanity 
and perseverance.  Days pass in a 
blur of confused states so much 
that we don’t stop to patiently 
savor, process, and learn from the 
experience. Society has 
programmed us to believe that 
more, better, different is the 
desired course for life.  More, 
better, different of what?  To waste 
one’s life on mindless activity that 
does not enrich us or the life of 
another human being is a tragic 
waste of potential.  Sloth combined 
with a lack of discipline is a recipe 
for disaster.   What’s even worse is 
that Newton’s Law of motion will 
ultimately prevail.  An object at rest 
tends to stay at rest unless acted on 
by a greater force.   That force, in 
my opinion, is having the right 
reasons to curtail such debilitating 
and potentially demoralizing 
behavior.   
 
We often think that what we do 
individually will not affect other 
people.  That is a lie.  Everything we 
do matters and everything we do, 
whether in public or private, affects 
other people and the world around 
us in ways unimagined.  Ways that 
may come tomorrow or generations 
down the line.  What we do 
individually does matter from the 
decisions that we choose to make or 
the actions we choose to take.  It’s 
all that matters.  Your decisions, 
good or bad, shape your life and the 
lives of those around you in ways 
untold.  You matter.  I will say it 
again, YOU MATTER!  The world is 
depending upon you to do your 
part.   

Life is guaranteed to no one.  We all 
seem to take it for granted until 

something happens to wake us out 
of our hypnotic slumber to make us 
realize that life is precious, fragile, 
and uncertain.   On November 2nd 
I received a phone call at about 
9:30 a.m. that my younger brother, 
Wade, age 63, had just suffered a 
massive heart attack and was being 
life-ported to Tulsa, OK.  Fog 
prevented them from airlifting him 
in and he had to travel by 
ambulance 40 minutes away.  He 
was without a pulse for over an 
hour after which paramedics were 
able to bring his pulse back on the 
way to the hospital.  We were 
hopeful and prayerful for a miracle.  
He was placed on maximum life 
support.  I left Alpine that morning 
to pick up my wife in Fort Worth to 
drive to Tulsa to be with my 
brother.  Unfortunately, he died at 
2:20 a.m. on November 3rd the 
date of our youngest brother’s, 
Keith, birthday.  Our deceased 
older brother’s, Wesley, birthday 
was November 1st.  And Wade’s 
youngest son’s birthday was 
November 4th.  Wade had made 
the decision to take the COVID 
booster shot just days prior to this 
tragedy to protect his family.  Two 
blood clots formed in his heart 
leading to the massive heart attack.  
In April, his cardiologist gave his 
heart an A+.  Never did he have a 
heart condition.  I had just spoken 
with him that previous Saturday 
which, we routinely did once or 
twice a week.  We were close in age 
and like twins.  We would finish 
each other’s sentences.  Memories 
and the stories abound with my 
brother.   And just like that, he was 
gone.  Shock just shook me to the 
core.   
 
Shock is a force that will instantly 
wake us up from our hypnotic 
slumber.  Loss can be devastating 
but it can also be a wake-up call to 
what really matters most in life.  
Never take the life that our loving 
God has so graciously blessed us 
with for granted.   If we do not live 
to our full potential then we risk 
wasting an unfulfilled life and 
settling on complaining and 
playing the victim.  What a sorry 
state it is for a human being to 
waste one’s life.  I leave you with 
this….live your life, don’t endure it.  
Don’t settle for mediocrity.  Raise 
your standards.  Think about what 
and who you would like to attract 
into your life.  Find that reason.  
Find that Right Reason.  Don’t wait 
for the reason to come to you.  Find 
it.  Live your life with vitality and 
with purpose.  This moment and 
the Grace and Love of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is about all you can 
really count on.  Seize your life! 


